ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
Lectins are proteins or glycoproteins belonging to the immune system that bind specifically and reversibly to monoand oligosaccharides in the form of free or glycoconjugates (glycoproteins and glycolipids). Thus, combined with biological molecules and structures containing these sugars without altering the structure of the glycosidic bonds in This study aimed to determine the antifungal effect of lectins from leguminous seeds on yeasts isolated from vaginal secretions.
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Yeasts
The yeasts were isolated from vaginal secretions of pregnant and non-pregnant women with and without symptoms, for investigation of vulvovaginal yeast infections. 
Sample Reactivation
The stocked samples preserved in mineral oil were reactivated by growth in glycoside broth and then transferred to slants containing Sabouraud agar plus yeast extract (SAB+YE) (12) . concentrations between 0.5 and 256μg/mL, followed by serial dilutions to achieve the final concentration 10 times higher than the concentration used in the procedure. Later, they were diluted (1:50) in RPMI 1640 to obtain the concentration of two times higher than necessary.
Preparation of inoculum
The inoculum were standardized according to the procedure adopted by the CLSI (15) 
Procedure for evaluation of antifungal activity
The microtiter method in liquid medium was performed in accordance with the document M27-A2 (15) in sterile microtiter plates with lids (TPP, Switzerland) containing 96 wells with U-shaped (flat bottom) were placed 100 mL of lectins in rows 1 to 10, with each concentration was placed in a row. In the wells of rows 11 and 12 were placed 100µL of RPMI 1640, which were the growth control and sterilization of the medium, respectively. These plates were stored at -20°C until use.
In due course, was deposited in each well 100µL of standardized inoculum, as previously mentioned, and the microtiter plates were incubated at room temperature (RT = 28°C ± 1°C) for seven days for the interpretation of results.
Data analysis
Every experiment was performed in duplicate. The concentrations inhibitory and fungicidal (MIC and MFC) of Antifungal activity of yeast in lectins each sample, geometric mean inhibitory concentrations and minimal fungicidal (GMMIC and GMMFC) determining the concentration able to inhibit 50% or 100% of samples (MIC 50 and MIC 100 , respectively).
Statistical analysis consisted of presentation of events in absolute numbers, percentages and averages, and used the Fisher exact test for the association of variables showing significance (p <0.05).
Determination of minimum inhibitory concentration (MIC) and minimal fungicidal concentration (MFC)
The determination of minimum inhibitory concentration of 
RESULTS
All yeast strains isolated from vaginal secretions were evaluated taxonomically, which were observed macroscopic and microscopic characteristics relevant to each species. The species of yeasts isolated from vaginal secretions tested in this study are shown in (Table 1) . concentrations ranging from 8-256µg/mL (Table 3) . 
